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Publisher’s Note 


Islam is a universal religion. Its teachings are true, pure and based on the faith of Islamic 
Monotheism or oneness of Allah jp). Although the previous prophets of Allah also preached 
Islam, their followers altered the religion of Allah and followed the path of infidelity and 
polytheism. Then Islam was completed as a religion through the last Prophet of Allah, i.e. 
Muhammad (US'), and now this religion is a source of guidance, for all of humanity, until the 
Day of Judgment. 

The Islamic state, which originated in IAH/622CE under the leadership of the Prophet 
of Allah (HI 1 ), was a unique experiment in human history. The flag bearers of infidelity and 
polytheism tried their best to obliterate the state of Madinah, and made assaults on this sacred 
city again and again but the divine covenant, revealed through Gabriel, was destined to be 
fulfilled and it continuously increased faith of the Prophet of Allah ( H£) and his true followers. 
Allah had said to his beloved Prophet: 




© S#3fS, 


"They intend to put out the light of Allah (i.e. the religion of Islam, the Qur 'an, 
and Prophet Muhammad 

perfection even though the disbelievers hate (it). 

The first five years of the Last Prophet of Allah (HH), in Madinah, passed in defending Islam 
and its followers against the onslaught of the pagans of Makkah and the last five years became 
an era of superiority and triumph of Islam. Meanwhile, the historic battles of Badr (2AH), Uhud 
(3 AH) and Ahzab (5AH) were fought in which the pagans of Makkah were defeated. In 6AH, 
Khyber, the stronghold of the Jews, was conquered and in RabT‘ al-Awwal 8AH, the Muslims 
faced a huge force of the Christian Romans and their Arab vassals, at MuTah (Jordan). The 
battle took place because ShurahbTl bin ‘Amr GhassanT had martyred Haris bin ‘Umair Azdi 
fill), an envoy of the Prophet of Allah(HS). At Mu'tah, one of the most remarkable incidents of 
auman history took place. An interpid army of around 3,000 muslims faced a mighty force of 
200,000 enemy soldiers. In this battle, three Muslim commanders were martyred one after the 
other and, in the end, Khalid bin WalTd (life ) took command of the Muslim force and fighting 
valiantly managed to retreat with his force successfully. This faith-increasing battle established 
she fame of the Muslims over the infidels. After four months, Makkah — the center of Arabia — 
was conquered and then the Arab tribes began to enter the fold of Islam one after the other. In 
9 AH when the Roman attack was felt to be imminent from the north, again the glory of Islam 
was shown in the Battle of Tabuk and the Crusaders could not dare to face the Muslims. 




with their mouths. But Allah will bring His Light to 
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III As-Saff 61:8 
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Part 1 
Chapter 1 


The Islamic Conquests: Their Nature 

and Their Development 


Nature of the Undertaking of the Conquests: 

Islam does not require Muslims to impose their Religion on others by force ot arms, but it has 
ca; i ned upon them the obligation to convey it to the people, to explain it to them and to call them 
n* . ith wisdom and good counsel. After that, people are completely free to do as they choose. But 
t filers of the Muslims’ neighbours - the Empires of Persia and Constantinople (Byzantium) 

claimed to be gods and refused this. 

\.»v ill Empire of IWsiu: The Persians were Magians, who were lax in their ideas and their beliefs 

|h i img marriage to sisters and mothers, without any prohibitions in this matter. They did not 
|>ci mit the burial of the dead; instead, they left their dead to be tom to pieces by predatory 
I hey did not allow repentance unless it 

was accepted by the Mubad 
hf the religion - and they could never 
ii cept that Islam should be a rival to it. 

It li.iJ a rigid caste system and arrogant 
•ind haughty rulers, who were the kings, 
w i . ■ i heir people were slav es. Islam, on 
(he iter hand, is a religion of equality 
i ll im men, it declares that an Arab 
|Us no superiority over a non- Arab, and 
that die only matter which makes one 
mu nor to another is his/her level of 
pi so what effect would it have i f the 
jin >t >f calling (to Islam) was opened in 
Pc i si a and its territories ' 1 
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Zoroastrian s Tower of Silence (Yazd, Iran) 

w licrc dead bodies \\ ere kept 




|i\ /.:mtine Empire: The empire in SF Europe and Asia Minor formed (rom the eastern part ot the Roman Empire 
(ef Eastern Empire), The Roman Empire was dn ided in 395 CE by the Emperor Theodosius, Constantinople 
became the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire. Justinian (527-65 CE) reconquered North Afnca and a part 

of Italy. It ended in 1453 CE. 

Mubad (also Maubad) nr Mughbad (m y) : The chief of M ugh an ’Mogs' in English); Mugh or Mog is 

a religious scholar of the Persians or a judge of the Magians, The plural of Mubad is Mubadan which is called 
m opal or magopat in English, 'Mubad Mubadan rMagopatan Magopal in English) is the chief ol all the 

Mubadan. (Farhang-i-Farsi Amid) 
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Part 1 


So logic dictated that they should close this 
door and that they should not in any circumstances 
be neglectful in this matter. This began on the day 
when the Persian ruler Khusrau Pervez (Chosroes 
II) tore up the letter sent to him by the Prophet (180) 
and sent men (from Yemen) to arrest him and bring 
him to him L However Khusrau died and Persia’s 
attitude towards Islam remained thus. 

Byzantine Empire of Constantinople: It was the 
capital of a Christian Empire (Roman Empire) 
which had become weak due to the maladies that 
had afflicted it. A number of groups with conflicting 
ideas and ideologies came into being as a result of its 
weakness, and slaughter, burning, murder, flaying, 
drowning, rape and pillage became the means 
of persuasion among the groups which claimed 
to follow one religion (i.e Christianity). So what 
would their attitude towards a new religion be? W hat happened was that the Bedouin allies of the 
Roman Empire seized Harith Ibn ‘Umair Azdi ( ), whom the Prophet Muhammad ( «:) had sent to 
the Ghassanid governor of Busra 1 * ^), and killed him 131 . This was the legal justification for the 
campaign to conquer Persia, Syria and the lands that lay beyond them to the east and to the west. So 
they set out, the Words of the Qur'an reverberating from their lips as they did so: 


The Ylonasten of Balnra m Basra. Svria 




cj 


1 / 


u % 

fA)? 1 : 




He it is Who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad : M) 


with guidance and the religion 
of truth (Islam), that He may’ make it (Islam) superior to all religions. And all Sufficient 
is Allah as a Witness. ” i4] 


The proud Emperor Chosroes, did not send his soldiers to Madinah from Persia, instead he ordered Badhan. 
his governor in Yemen, to send a couple of his soldiers to arrest the Prophet ( ) and bring him to his court. The 
gov ernor immediatck sent two soldiers, Kharkhasrah and Badvvaih to Madinah for this purpose. As soon 
the men reached Madinah the Prophet ( I disclosed to them: "My Lord has assassinated your lord (king) last 
night'. The soldiers were stunned and they hurried back to Badhan. where they found that it was true. When 
Chosroes' stepson killed him. Badhan. along with the Persians in Yemen, came into the fold of Islam. 

(Atlas on the Prophet 's Biography: p. 1 85-/87, Ar-Rahlq al-Makhtum (Arabic): p. 354) 

Biisra-Ashshilm: This cilv of Svria tics in the south of Damascus, in the district of tlauran. It is usuallv called 

"" & 

Busra. Al-Munjad fil-AiSm gives its name as: Busra lski Sham It is at a distance of 30 kilometers from the 
Jordanian border. In the Torah it has been called Bossora (Urdu Dd irah Ma drif-i-lslamiyyah: 4 585) 

According to another report, the Prophet (1£) sent Harith bin ‘Umair A/adi ( ) with a letter to the ruler of 
Busra (Syria). As soon as the Prophet's messenger delivered his letter to ShurahbT) bin ‘Amr at Mulah. the 
Ghassanid ruler had him arrested, tied his hands and killed him callously When the Prophet ( ?g0 ) got the news, 
he sent an army comprising 3000 soldiers under the command of Zaid bin Harithah (is|£) to take revenge, and 
hence the Battle of M Utah took place. (Asad al-Ghahah : 1/628) 

Surah A l-Fa(h 48:28. 
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Chapter 1 
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Ci 


< 


\\ ith this firmly-rooted power, the Muslims set out against the world from their deserts which 
urified them, as callers to Allah. 

o f the Conque 

l the start of the year 12 AH (633 CE), Khalid Ibn Al-WalTd (j^Hi) entered Iraq; and in the month 
i : K t|ab in that year, the Muslim armies set out for Syria, so conquests were launched to the east and 

west, as we have shown in this Atlas. 

Were Launched on 

fo the east; to include Iraq, Al-Jazlrah, Ahvaz , Persia and the lands beyond it. 

Io the north; towards Syria and from there, to the west, towards Egypt, and then all of North 
Africa and Andulusia. 
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The Quranic verse repeated on the walls of Al-Hamra (Granada) 
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(At- Ian bah 9:40) 
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Allah did indeed help him 




Kurah" (province) situated between Basrah and Faris. and Suq-al-Ahvaz is its main city. 
-Al-Buldm: 1/284,285) Today ‘ Ahvaz” is the capital of the Persian prov ince Khuzistan 


V in :l/, ( j'>l) : It IS a 

(Mu 'jam 

i ned on the river Kanin and its population is 350,000. (Al-Munjid fil-A lam) 
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The Conquests of ' ’he East 


L T 




m ) 


a 


1 1 1 


K 






U 1 


L I 


Abu Bakr (HI) sent 


commander, Khalid Ibn Al-WalTd (Hg) to 


men and he defeated the Magi an Persians and 
their allies from among the Arabs of Al-Hlrah r:| 
and Al-Jazlrah, AI-HTrah with its fort fell at his 
hands, then he began to clear all the areas lying 
to the west of Euphrates of Persian forces and he 


battles. Before he could march to AI- 


won 

Mada’in (Ctesiphon), operations in Syria required 
that he go there, so Abu Bakr wrote to him; 
ordering him to proceed to Syria with half of his 
army in the month of Safar 13 AH (April 634 CE) 
and to leave Muthanna Ibn Harithah in command 
of the other half of the army in Iraq. Muthanna 
vanquished an army of ten thousand Persians in 
Babil (Babylon) at the end of Rabl ! Al-Awwal 13 
AH (end of May, 634 CE). 


'■fly 




i he remains of Babylon (Iraq) 






When Abu Bakr died, ‘Umar succeeded as the Caliph; he prepared the second expedition, which 
J by Abu ‘Ubaid Ibn Mas 4 rid Ath-Thaqafi. He defeated the Persians at An Namariq 121 on the 8 lh 

Al-Hlrah : An ancient city located south of Al-Kufah in south-central iraq. The first historical Arab kingdom 

outside Arabia, Al-H7rah (4 ,h -7" centuries of the Christian Era), in southern Iraq, was a vassal state of the 

Sassamds, whom it helped in containing the nomadic Arabs to the south. Al-Hlrah was either Christian or 
strongly influenced by Christianity. (Translator) 


was led 




1 


|2| NamSriq: It is a place near Kufah, Iraq. Muthanna bin Harithah Shaibani 0M) 
the Muslim army and the conquest ofNamariq 


mentions about the arrival of 


in the following verse: 
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We conquered the plain of Shth grass which is spread to the thick gardens of dates above N 




amanq . 


(Mu jam -A l-Buldan: 5/ 304 ) 
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Moab Mosque of Baghdad 


ha‘ban, 13 AH (T October, 634 CE), at As- 

1 jatiyyah : on 8 lh Sha‘ban 13 AH (11* October, 
CE) and at Baqusyatha 11 , on the 17 th of Sha‘ban 
I \H (16* October 634 CE). Then he plunged into 
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the Battle of the Bridge on the 23 rd of Sha ; ban 13 


fD 


V! I (22 nd October, 634 CE), where he was defeated 
fie Persians and martyred beneath the hooves 
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elephant belonging to them. Martyred with 
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im were four thousand soldiers, while another four 
thousand were drowned. Another four thousand 






Baghdad: The capital of Iraq and of the province of 
the same name, lies on the Tigris River, It is said that 
it was named after Dad who owned it and., hence, the 
name Baghdad, garden of Dad, became popular. Abu 
.faTai Mansur laid its foundation stone at Suq Baghdad 
in 1 45 AH and shifted the capital from Hashimiyyah to 
Baghdad in 149 AH. Many other beautiful names like 
Madinat-us-Salam (city of peace). Umm-ud-Dunya 
(mother of the world). Sayyidat-ul-Bilad (chief of 
the citites) were given to this city. Baghdad remained 
the capital of the Abbasid Caliphate for about five 
centuries. Mongol tyrant Hulegu devastated it in 656 
AH/ 1 258 CE, and Emir Tairnur (Tamerlane) devastated 
it in U 

( Mu jam-Al-Buldan : 1/456,457 \ Al-Mimjidfil-A jam) 


ITi 


ambled under the command of Muthanna 
he secured a minor victory with them against 
■ Persians in the Battle of Ullais As-Sughra on 
following day. Then reinforcements arrived 
ft <1 Muthanna and he plunged into the Battle of 
aib in Ramadan 13 AH (November 634 CE) 
lestroyed a huge Magian army, thus achieving 
vance for the defeat suffered in the Battle of the 
Then he inflicted a number of lightning and 
shing blows from lower Iraq to upper Iraq, until 
ssed the Tigris, near Al-Mada’in (Ctesiphon), 
l .11 tacked Baghdad Market 0^ in the 
th of Shawwal, 13 AH (December 634 CE), 

ng his enemies and reducing their morale. The Persians installed Yazdegerd III as their king and 
sgan to mobilize a new army. Muthanna then withdrew to the desert. 
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Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (£H) appointed Sa‘d Ibn Abi Waqqas (£*§!) and he led the third expedition 
head of thirty-three thousand men, and decisively won the Battle of Qadisiyyah on the 15 th 
ban, 15 AH (22nd September, 636 CE), defeating the largest army the Persians had ever 
■ Med, consisting of two hundred thousand men. The leading lights in the Persian military and 
emment were killed, Al-Madarin • Ctesiphon) fell in Safar, 16 AH (637 CE). Yazdegerd fled 
*il wan and his army was vanquished again in Jalula 1 , on the 1 st of Dhul Qa'dah, 16 AH (24 th 
mber, 637 CE), after which Yazdegerd fled to Ar-Rayy (Rey) Thereafter Huiwan fell and the 
ns cleared an area the radius of which was 200 kilometers. 

I Itbah Ibn Ghazwan opened up another front at Shaft Al-'Arab in Rabr Al-Akhir, 16 AH 
37 CE). He conquered Al-Ubullah in Rajab/Sha/ban, 1 6 AH (August/September 637 CE) and 

iqqativyah : It is a city near Kaskar in the Wasit region of Saw ad (Iraq). Here, in the battle between Narsiy an, 
Persian commander, and Abu ~Ubaid Thaqaff (JM), the Persians suffered a terrible defeat. (Mujam-Al- 

ddan: 3 / 226 ) 

Ha(|(jsyatha; A sub-division of Barusma in the Sawad region. Here the Persian commander Minus and his 
ps were wiped out by Abu "Ubaid Thaqafi (S§|) in 13 AH, (Mujam-Al-Buldan: 1/327) 

hatt-aPArab: The Tigns and the Euphrates meet at Qumah and make Shalt-al-'Arab which falls into the 
sian Gulf after forming a border between Iraq and Iran, S halt -a] -Arab is 185 kilometres long and its maximum 
idth is 1200 metres. The famous Basrah port is situated on its right bank. Near Kfaurram Shchn the River Karfm. 
uning from Iran, joins Shaft- al-Arab. (Al-Munjidfil-A I dm) 


A I 


ne 


% i 






Mia 


J I T 


-I 




| | 


V 


. ri il J 

m tv 




i * 










> i .IV 


o. 


i : 


t > 




"i 


i- 


H 1 


i 




% 






55 















Par! 2 

Chapter 1 


l In / / Phase of the Conquests (The Rightly-guided Caliphate) 


i 


The First Military Expeditions to Iraq 


geographical Nature of Iraq: 

iom a strategic point of view, Iraq was extremely important due to the fact that it contains a 
and iulge which connects Asia with Europe and Africa, and it was one of the land links which 
>;* octs the Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea, 

Iraq consists mostly of low plains and is bordered in the east by a mountainous region, in the 
inn lit the mountains of Armenia and Azerbaijan; in the west by the Samawah Desert and in the 

Najd, AI-‘Urud and the Arabian Gulf (or Persian Gulf). Historically, Iraq owes its prosperity 
lo tu rivers; the Tigris and the Euphrates. The Tigris (Dijlah) [1] emanates in the south-east of the 
turk i mountains and many tributaries pour into it and it flows in a south-easterly direction. As 
9br the Euphrates (Furat) !2] , it also emanates from the land of Turkey, branching into a number of 
chili): Is which feed the Tigris, then the two rivers meet in the Shatt Al-‘ Arab before 

pout into the Arabian Gulf. Much of the water from the Euphrates reaches the region of HIrah and 
Ittinu'i ( ms wide beds result from its flood and that of the Tinris, inundating the lands, until the largest 

: loods an area said to be fifty miles wide and two hundred miles long, and towards the end of 
the S i mid Empire, the marshes spread out. Sa'd Ibn Abi Waqqas (5HS) reported something of that 


! ie I 
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Tim is: It is a river flowing through Turkey, Syria and Iraq. Its length is 1850 kilometers. It rises in the eastern 
ii luntams of Turkey and touching the north eastern border of Syria, flows through Iraq to join the Euphrates. 
I.mi tributaries of the Tigris are: Great Zab, Lillie Zab, Diyala (uA^) and £ Uzavm (W^). This river passes by 
I. < ul Tikrit. Samarra' and Baghdad, The capital of the Sassanid dynasty, Ctesiphon was also situated on its 
nk. Salman Pak is the current name of Ctesiphon (M ad a' in) . according to Al-Mimjid fd-A 'lam. 




di rates: The River Euphrates, 2735 kiiometers long, rises in Eastern Turkey and passing through Northeastern 
flows to die southeast and enters Iraq near Abu Kama! Raqqah, H adit hah, RamadT H abb an ivy ah. Hillah. 
1 nnivyah, N as inwall and the ruins of Babylon (Bab if) arc located on its banks, Karbala. Najaf and Kufah, 
in Iraq, arc situated on the western channel of the Euphrates. At Qaniah. the Tigris and the Euphrates join to 
in Shatt-Al-'Arab which passes by the historical city of Basrah. The Karun River using from Iran is also a 
ti utarv to Shatt-Al-Arab which ultimately falls into the Persian Gulf, The nuns of the ancient citv t_ Ur 

r 1 ■' mr 

called FaLAl-Muqayyar ( j^ 1 Jj) nowadays, are found in the south of the Euphrates, just opposite lo 


or 


Lr 


as i n yy nil . 


1 1 i t cc canals from the Euphrates, flow ing to the southeast, join die Tigris, They arc Nahr Al-Malik, Nahr Kutha 
a d Nahr Al-NTl. Kutha is the birth-place of Ibrahim 

. \ lap: 20) 






(Abraham) (S), located 


on the bank of Nahr Kutha, 
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